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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

MR. BRYAN AND THE THIRD HAGUE PEACE CONFERENCE 

The motives which led the Czar of Russia to invite the Powers repre- 
sented at St. Petersburg to an international conference to consider the 
steps which could be taken to stop the increase of land and naval arma- 
ments, to reduce the expenditure which such armaments and their con- 
stant increase necessitate and to maintain peace between nations, lie 
hidden in the archives of the Russian Government, or are known only 
to the initiated who hitherto have not felt justified in disclosing them. 
The results of that Conference, which appropriately met at The Hague 
on May 18, 1899, the birthday of its illustrious and august initiator, are, 
however, well known and justified the Czar, however exalted, high- 
minded or Utopian his motives may have been. It did not, and in the 
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